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Previous Xchange Xperience 
shows you may have seen are: 
 

Hairspray 
The Who’s Tommy 
Zoot Suit 
In the Heights 

WE ARE EXCITED ABOUT… 
 
working again within our Xchange Xperience 
program where students from San Diego 
School of Creative and Performing Arts work 
alongside a professional cast and crew to 
bring you a version of the award-winning 
musical Evita that is packed with 
extraordinary talent, energy and heart.  

Told through a compelling score that 
fuses haunting chorales with exuberant Latin, pop and jazz influences, EVITA 
creates an arresting theatrical portrait as complex as the woman herself. “The 
score for Evita is the most mature music Andrew Lloyd Webber ever wrote. 
Evita uses two different styles of music to differentiate between elements of the 
story: Latin forms to accompany less sincere, more manipulative moments; and 
his own rock/pop musical language for expressions of honest emotion, fear, love, 
passion, anger. The one exception is the melody that is the spine for the entire 

score, "Don’t Cry for Me, Argentina," 
which straddles both worlds in its fullest 
expression at the beginning of Act II.” 
Noted Scott Miller, author of Strike Up 
The Band: A New History of Musical 
Theatre. It was this mastery that all of 
the artistic team was drawn to. 

Also, we selected this piece in 
the months leading up to the Nov 2016 
election. It addressed some of the 

things we were grappling with, especially how women in politics are 
viewed/treated as well as the overwhelming power of populism. Artistic Director 
Sam Woodhouse chose to direct this play himself because he felt, “Evita is more 
than a musical masterpiece. The story is amazingly relevant today—a true story 
about a charismatic personality with no governing experience who rides ambition, 
opportunity and a wave of populism to political triumph and power.”  

Also, at its heart, Evita is a double love story. There is the obvious 
romance between Eva and Juan Perón.  But this story is also about the love 
between Eva and the people of Argentina, the working class descamisados with 
whom Eva grew up. They loved her deeply and she loved them back. There are 
many blurred lines between fact and fiction when it comes to this story, but the 
millions of Argentinians loved their Evita. It is our hope that you get to experience 
a little of that passion in our production.  Enjoy! 

The mission of San Diego Repertory Theatre is to 
produce intimate, exotic, provocative theatre. We 
promote a more inclusive community through vivid works 
that nourish progressive political and social values and 
celebrate the multiple voices of our region. San Diego 
Repertory Theatre feeds the curious soul.  
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The Eva Perón Foundation had five goals: 
 
1. To loan money, provide tools, and establish 
scholarships.  

2. Construct housing for needy families.  
3. Construct educational establishments, hospitals, 
recreational facilities, etc. 
4. Construct buildings for the common good which 
can be transferred with or without charge to National, 
Provincial or Municipal governments. 
5. Contribute or collaborate to the realization of works 
constructed for the common good and which help 
meet the basic needs of the lower socioeconomic 
classes. 

INTERESTING TIDBITS 

 

   

The earthquake that hit San Juan, Argentina in 
1944 killed approximately 10,000 people. 

The basis of Peronism was social justice, economic independence and 
political sovereignty. The goal of Peronism was to minimize the distance 
between socioeconomic classes. Peronism is often compared to fascism for 
the aggressive stance it took against those who rejected its government’s 
ideologies. Peronism is also described as populist because it values and aims 
to benefit the masses. 

 

 

Eva Peron’s full name was María Eva Duarte de Perón—though she 
was born Eva María Ibarguren. Her father, Juan Duarte, was a wealthy 
farmer who raised livestock and grew crops. The only problem was that 
he already had a wife and kids, so she, her mother, and her four older 
siblings were Duarte’s second family. Because they were born out of 
wedlock, Perón and her siblings were legally illegitimate; when Duarte 
abandoned them to return to his first wife, he left them impoverished in 
rural Argentina. Eva was 6 years old when her father died in 1926, and 
though her family was allowed to quickly pay their respects, they were 
not allowed to attend his funeral. 

http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/bday/0507.html
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/bday/0507.html
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Casa Rosada is the Argentine equivalent to the White House. Its official name is Casa 
de Gobierno which means “Government House”. Because of its color, it is referred to as 

Casa Rosada which means “Pink House.” 

.  
 

There is a city named after Eva. Cuidad Evita is in the Buenos Aires area. The city 
was built by the Evita Peron Foundation as housing for the Argentinian working 
class. It is believed that it is built in the shape of her profile.  
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1: THE LIFE OF EVA PERÓN  
 

Maria Eva Duarte was born in 

May 7, 1919 in Los Toldos in the 
province of Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. Her parents, Juan Duarte 
and Juana Ibaguren, had five 
children, Eva being the youngest. 
When Juan passed away in a car 
accident in 1926, Juana did her best 
to provide for her children—working 
long hours—but it wasn’t enough to 
make ends meet. So her eldest 
child, Elisa, took a job at the Post 
Office to pitch in. When Elisa was 
transferred to the Junín post office, 
the whole family moved. As a 
teenager, Eva was able to convince 
her mother to take her to Buenos 
Aires to compete in a talent show 
which earned her a contract with a 
radio program that required her to 
relocate to Buenos Aires permanently. Eva stayed in Buenos Aires on her own. 

As a child, Eva enjoyed reciting poetry and would do so as often as she 
could on any makeshift stage that she could find. She decided early on that she 
did not want to follow in her sibling’s footsteps and take up traditional vocations 
such as teaching. She was also determined not to marry and be stuck in Junín 
forever like most of the girls that she knew. 

In Buenos Aires, Eva was a working actress. She took all of the radio and 
stage gigs that she could, even though most of them were minor. She was a 
member of the Compañia Argentina de Comedias until 1936. She toured with a 
few other companies before joining Armando Discépolo’s company in 1937. At 
the time, Discépolo was considered to be a very prominent director. In 1937 she 
appeared in the film “Segundos Afuero.” It was a small part, but from then on she 
started acting in films, on stage and in radio dramas. Radio was where Eva 
gained the most notoriety.  

On January 15, 1944, a large earthquake destroyed much of the 
Argentinian town of San Juan, killing approximately 7,000 and injuring and 
displacing thousands more.  One week later, a large festival was thrown in Luna 
Park Stadium and all proceeds were to go to helping the victims of the 
Earthquake. It was at that festival that Eva Duarte met Colonel Juan Perón and 
they began a relationship. 

In 1944, Eva was chosen to sit as President for the Agrupacíon Radial 
Argentina union that she had founded the year before. Her career continued to 
blossom and her fame reached new heights. 
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On October 22, 1945, Eva Duarte legally married Juan Perón and in 
December of the same year, they finally had a religious ceremony. It did not take 

long for Eva Perón to 
become Evita, a cherished 
symbol to many in 
Argentina. 

As her husband rose 
to political power, Evita 
became a symbol for the 
people. Eva came from 
humble beginnings; she 
represented the notion that 
no one is stuck in their 
socioeconomic standing. 
Eva also advocated for the 
poor, children and women’s 
right to vote. Her political 
influence was promising to 
those who had never had a 

voice in politics before. Her charity projects included building hospitals and parks.  
Eva’s marriage allowed her a voice. She was able to influence her 

husband and support the needs of the masses and they loved her for it. She 
pioneered the women’s right to vote movement. Unfortunately, other politicians 
were not as thrilled about her involvement in politics. She quickly became the 
unofficial face of Peronism.  

Eva ran for Vice President in 1950, but renounced before voting even 
began. Less than two years later, she died of cancer. The nation mourned her 
death and her body was displayed to the public for over two weeks. 
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 2: THE RAINBOW TOUR 
 

In 1947, Juan Perón was invited on 
a goodwill tour through Europe, but he sent 
Evita in his place. The “Rainbow Tour,” as it 
is called, was a luxurious two-month long 
European visit to major cities, while 
dazzling in expensive clothing and jewels. 
Although many were impressed by Evita’s 
wardrobe and appearance, Rome was not 
so kind. Evita had gained an audience with 
the Pope and the people of Italy regarded 
her as a whore. France and Spain were 
much more welcoming to Evita. There she 
bought many high ticketed fashion pieces 
from their native designers.  

After spending weeks in France, 
Evita visited London. The media there was 

not kind to Evita. Even though she was invited to tea with the Queen, the fact that 
she was not asked to stay at the palace really offended her. So her trip to London 
was cut short. Her subsequent visits to Switzerland and Portugal also fell flat.  

The Rainbow Tour was a large scaled publicity stunt. 
Evita represented her country, her husband and fascism, all 
of which seemed to benefit from her goodwill tour. Although 
her outlandish and over-the-top looks did not sit well with the 
Europeans, the Argentinians were impressed and even 
more intrigued with her than ever before. Evita showed 
herself off to the world, presenting how much her life had 
changed and the masses loved it, especially as she handed 
money out to people in the crowds. And they welcomed her 
home in large cheering crowds.  

Of course, as with many things regarding Evita, there 
was a darker story some tell about the Rainbow Tour. Some 
Anti-Peronists believe that high-ranking Nazis managed to 
spirit millions in gold, currency and other loot into Argentina 
after the war, and that the Peróns came to control this vast 
fortune. During this tour of Europe, Eva made a curious and 
unscheduled stop in Switzerland that some claim was to 
deposit that money in Swiss banks. Yet, there seemed to be  
no undisputed facts that would either back up the story or  
knock it down. 
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3: THE MEN OF EVITA 
 
  

Magaldi  
 
Augustin Magaldi was a popular 
tango and milonga singer. His 
nickname was "the sentimental voice 
of Buenos Aires. In the musical, he is 
known as the man who was 
responsible for Eva’s move to Buenos 
Aires in the first place. Yet, there has 
yet to be any solid proof that he knew 
Eva well or that they were 
romantically involved, especially 
considering that he always took his 
wife with him on tour. He died in 
1938, several years before the 
earthquake relief charity concert. Yet, 
in the musical, he sings at that 
concert.  
 
 

Juan Perón 
Juan Perón was an Argentinian 
military officer, working his way up to 
Lieutenant General. He entered 
politics as the Minister of Labour 
before becoming the Vice President of 
Argentina in 1944. As the Vice 
President, he also served as the 
Secretary of War beneath President 
Edelmiro Farrell. 

Perón married his first wife Aurelia 
Tizón in 1929. Tizón was a school 
teacher.  They met when he was 30 
and she was 17. Tizón died of cervical 
cancer in 1938. She got cancer from 
the Human Papilloma Virus.  

Perón met Eva Duarte in 1944 at a 
fundraiser for the San Juan 
earthquake relief. They saw each 
other for over a year before marrying 
in October 1945. Their marriage 
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helped him to gain the support of women and labor groups because of her 
popularity from her political efforts to improve their basic rights. 

Juan Perón began his first presidential term in 1946. Eva was instrumental to 
his political career and image. She became very involved in his career from the 
beginning of their relationship. He was able to benefit from it due to her advocacy 
for both women’s rights and the rights of labor workers.  

After Eva died, Juan was forced into exile in 1955 by a military coup that took 
over the government. He remained in exile until 1973. During his exile, he 
remarried once more in 1963 to Isabel Caratas. She became his vice president 
during his third term as President of Argentina following his 18-year exile. 

 
 

Che 
 

The character Che acts as the narrator and is believed modeled after Che 
Guevara. However, the creators of Evita never intended for Che to be a 
representation of Guevara. The character Che serves as the narrator and a 
member of the chorus. The word che actually means “man” in the Tehuelche and 
Puelche languages; he was just a man who questioned the Perón’s power and 
tactics. However, a few details of Guevara’s life were added into the script during 
the first production when Harold Prince got involved and insisted that the actor 
playing Che use Guevara as a model.  

Ernesto “Che” Guevara, who 
was born in Argentina, was a Marxist 
revolutionary who was anti-capitalism 
and anti-imperialism. Guevara had 
socialist ideals. He had studied 
medicine in college, but decided that 
he could be more useful in politics. 
Guevara believed that everyone should 
be treated equally and that all 
decisions should be made by the 
people. He became the image of 
revolution and Guerilla forces 
throughout Latin America, primarily for 
his participation in overthrowing the 
Cuban government alongside Fidel Castro and his brother. Guevara’s name and 
image have become increasingly popular, adopted as a counterculture symbol of 
rebellion by many today.  

Guevara and Eva Perón actually have some things in common. They were 
both polarizing figures, equally loved and hated. They fought for the poor and 
were viewed as a "Saintly or Christ-like" figure by those that they helped. They 
both died young, and in the aftermath of their death, have become icons.  
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4: THE LANGUAGE OF EVITA 
 
Spanish words used in the Musical and their translation 

 
Actriz: actress  

Aristócrata: aristocrat  

Ayudar: to help  

Dar: to give  

Descamisado: shirtless; 

Argentina’s working poor  

Dinero: money  

Ejército: army  

Estilo: style  

Gente: people  

Gobierno: government  

Joya: jewel  

Madre: mother  

Morir: to die  

Niño: child  

Padre: father 

 

Peronísmo: the name for 

Perón’s political philosophy 

Peso: money, dollar 

Tener: to have  

Tiranizado: tyrannized; those 

who are oppressed 

Trabajador: worker  

Vivir: to 
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5: WHEN COUNTRIES GRANTED  
     WOMEN THE RIGHT TO VOTE 
 
1893 New Zealand became the first country to allow women the right to vote.  
1902 Australia 
1906 Finland 
1913 Norway 
1915 Denmark 
1917 Canada 
1918 Austria, Germany,  
         Poland, Russia 
1919 Netherlands 
1920 United States 
1921 Sweden 
1928 Britain, Ireland 
1931 Spain 
1934 Turkey 
1944 France 
1945 Italy 

 
1947 Argentina, Japan, Mexico, Pakistan 

1949 China 
1950 India 

1954 Colombia 
1957 Malaysia, Zimbabwe 

1962 Algeria 
1963 Iran, Morocco 

1964 Libya 
1967 Ecuador 

1971 Switzerland 
1972 Bangladesh 

1974 Jordan 
1976 Portugal 
1989 Namibia 

1990 Western Samoa 
1993 Kazakhstan, Moldova 

1994 South Africa 
2005 Kuwait 

2006 United Arab Emirates 
2011 Saudi Arabia  
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6: POLITICAL FIRST WOMEN 

 

Eleanor Roosevelt 
Eleanor Roosevelt was born into a well-

to-do family. Her uncle was President 
Theodore Roosevelt. Her husband Franklin 
Roosevelt was her fifth cousin once removed. 
Eleanor received a formal education from 
private tutors and an English boarding school 
until she was eighteen. She then served as a 
volunteer teacher for immigrant children in 
Manhattan. While her husband pursued a 
career in politics, Eleanor volunteered for the 
American Red Cross and Navy hospital. She 
later became active in politics through 
organizations such as the Women’s Union 
Trade League and the League of Women 
Voters.  
 As First Lady, Eleanor took a different 
approach than the First Women before her. She became active in her husband’s 
role as President by travelling the states and being his eyes and ears. She was a 
major advocate for African American civil rights, women and the poor.  
 After Franklin’s passing in 1945, Eleanor remained involved in politics as a 
citizen. In 1956, she became the U.S. delegate to the United Nations, a role that 
she held until 1953. During her time with the United Nations, she oversaw the 
passage of the Universal Human Declaration or Rights. Once leaving the United 
Nations, she served on a multitude of boards and organizations including the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). By the 
time that she died in 1962, she had written 27 books. 
 
Eva Perón 

Once Eva Perón began a 
relationship with Juan Perón, she 
became very involved in politics. She 
used her position as first lady to fight 
for causes in which she believed, 
including workers’ rights and women’s 
right to vote. She created a foundation 
that was able to employ over 14,000 
people, give scholarships and build 
homes. Eva was dedicated to helping 
the poor. She also pioneered the way 
for women to gain the right to vote 
which was approved in 1947.  
 In the 1951 Presidential 
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election, she ran for Vice President. Many military leaders did not approve of her 
decision or her increasing power within the government. She did however receive 
support from women and the working class. But shortly after announcing her bid, 
she dropped from the race due to health issues.   
 

   Isabel Perón 
Juan Perón’s third wife was also politically 

ambitious. Like Eva, Isabel became involved in 
politics during her relationship with Juan. While Juan 
was in exile, he remained involved in the politics of 
Argentina, using Isabel as his proxy and go-between. 
When Juan returned to Argentina in 1973, he chose 
Isabel as his Vice Presidential candidate.  

Juan began his third term as President of 
Argentina in October 1973 with Isabel by his side, 
personally and professionally. When Juan started to 
suffer from health complications in June 1974, Isabel 
was sworn in as Acting President. Juan died a few 
days later, leaving Isabel to fill the role as President 
of Argentina. This meant that Isabel Perón was the 
very first female President of any country.  

Under Isabel Perón’s Presidency, the Argentine Anticommunist Alliance 
became active. This right-winged group is believed to have committed over 1,500 
crimes, mostly murder of those who opposed Isabel Perón’s policies; many of the 
victims were public figures. Isabel maintained most of Juan’s policies throughout 
her presidency.  

On March 23, 1976, Isabel Perón was arrested and relieved of her 
presidential duties. She was placed on house arrest for approximately five years 
before being exiled to Spain. In 1983, the charge of corruption was pardoned and 
Isabel was able to return to Argentina. She was arrested in 2007 for her role in 
the Argentine Anticommunist Alliance but due to a 20-year statute of limitations, 
the charges were dropped. 
 
Rosario Murillo 

Rosario served as First Lady of Nicaragua 
for three terms. Her husband, Daniel Ortega, 
became President of Nicaragua in 1985. Murillo 
was the secretary to the Director of a Nicaraguan 
newspaper and after he was assassinated, she 
was exiled to Costa Rica where she met her 
husband, a former guerilla.  After the revolution 
in 1979, they returned to Nicaragua together and 
Ortega unofficially took office. It wasn’t until 1984 
that Daniel Ortega was officially deemed the 
President of Nicaragua.  Murillo ran for public 
office in 2016, winning the Vice Presidential seat 
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alongside her husband. She is also the official government spokesperson, which 
means that no other government official is allowed to speak to the press. She is 
currently deemed the most powerful woman in Nicaragua. She is also a poet, a 
writer and a mother to nine. The Ortega/Murillo family control fuel companies, 
media companies and public construction projects.  
 
Hillary Clinton 

Hillary Rodham Clinton’s political aspirations 
began when she ran for and won the Vice President 
seat her Junior year in high school. Clinton then 
enrolled in Wellesley College in 1965, where she 
majored in Political Science. She was the president 
of the Wellesley Young Republicans and supported 
the elections of republican political candidates. Her 
work at Wellesley earned her internships and 
entrances into political conferences and conventions 
in Washington DC. Her introduction into Republican 
politics at the national level actually caused her to 
depart from the Republican party altogether.  
 She then entered Yale Law School, where she 

excelled academically and had the opportunity to pursue a multitude of research 
and employment interests. Her first official job in U.S. politics came in 1970, 
when she was recruited to work on Senator Joseph Duffey’s campaign. Clinton 
met her future husband Bill Clinton at Yale, where he was also pursuing a law 
degree. 
 In 1974, she followed Bill to Arkansas where she became one of two 
women teaching at the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville’s School of Law. At 
this time Bill was pursuing politics by running for a seat in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. It did not take long for her to become partner at the law firm that 
she was working. She continued to practice law even after Bill was elected 
governor of Arkansas in 1978. During her twelve years as the First Lady of 
Arkansas, she chaired the Arkansas Educational Standards Committee. She was 
also one of the founders of the Arkansas Advocates for Children and Family. 
 During Bill Clinton’s 1992 presidential run, Hillary’s career was called into 
question. Republican held the belief that the Clinton’s did not have traditional 
family values, but Bill argued that Hillary’s career was beneficial to his campaign, 
his career as well as his presidency—if he were to be elected. 
 During Bill’s two terms in office, Hillary headed the President’s Task Force 
on Health Reform and helped to create the Department of Justice’s Violence 
Against Women office. During Bill’s last year as President, Hillary became the 
first female Senator from New York. In 2008, she ran for the spot as the 
Democratic presidential nominee, but after losing to Barack Obama, she served 
as the Secretary of State. 

In 2015, she won the Democratic nomination for President. She went on to 
win the popular vote in the 2016 Presidential election, but lost the electoral vote 
and the nomination to Donald Trump.  
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7: EVITA: STAGE TO SCREEN 

 

The musical Evita, made its premiere at the Prince Edward theatre in 
London during the summer of 1978. It ran for 2,900 performances and collected 
seven Tony awards. The cast recording won a Grammy in 1981. The American 
premiere took place at the Orpheum Theatre in San Francisco before the show 
went to Broadway in 1979. Evita was well received globally and was produced in 
Spain, Italy, Brazil, Spain, South Africa and Austria. However, the musical was 
banned from Argentina 

A film adaptation came out in 1996, starring Madonna as Eva, Antonio 
Banderas as Che and Jonathan Pryce as Juan Perón. In the film adaptation, 
different characters sung songs that were initially written for others and a few 
songs were omitted. The film version tells the story in dialogue more than with 
music.  

The film received mixed reviews, but 
was still nominated for five Academy Awards, 
winning the award for Best Original Song. The 
song “You Must Love Me” was recorded solely 
for the film and does not appear in the stage 
musical. Madonna also won a Golden Globe 

Award for Best Actress in 
a Motion Picture Musical or Comedy.  

The London revival of the musical came 
in 2006 at the Adelphi Theatre, followed by the 
2012 Broadway revival which starred Ricky 
Martin as Che. The lyrics to “The Lady’s Got 
Potential” were changed for this production. 
The orchestration for the revival also contained 
changes to sound more Latin than it had 
during the previous productions. Lloyd Webber 
wanted the music to be closer to that of South 
America. The most common change that 
occurs between productions is with Che. The 
character was originally written as an 
“Everyman” type, but many productions choose to model the character after the 
guerilla militant Che Guevara.  Look at the photos below to see the different 
approaches to Che  between the original Broadway production and the recent 
revival. 
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8: MAKING EVITA: AN 
INTERVIEW WITH TIM RICE 
Excerpt from an Interview by Laura 
Barnett in The Guardian on Sept 9, 2014  

 

“One night late in 1973, I was driving to 

a dinner party when I caught the tail end 
of a radio programme about Eva Perón. I 
knew very very little about her – just a 
few headlines from my childhood – and 
was immediately intrigued. She’d come 
up from the lowest origins and was 
fantastically glamorous. Then there was 
her husband, president of Argentina, and his fairly repressive regime, presenting 
her wonderful, exciting image to the world. 

It was such an interesting subject for a show – the ideal follow-up, I 
thought, to Jesus Christ Superstar. But Andrew Lloyd Webber was busy working 
on a musical version of Jeeves and Wooster with Alan Ayckbourn, so I spent a 
year researching Eva under my own steam. In early 1974, I travelled to Argentina 
and did some interviews, but kept a low profile. When Superstar went to Buenos 
Aires, religious extremists had bombed the theatre, so I didn’t want anyone to 
hear I was now tackling Eva Perón. 

Initially, I was planning to tell the story from the point of view of Eva’s 
hairdresser. But I had a lightbulb moment when I discovered that Che Guevara 
was from Argentina, and had been there when the Peróns were operating. I 
thought: “Hang on – Che would be much more interesting than some unknown 
hairdresser. That way, I get two icons for the price of one.” 

When Andrew’s Jeeves show finished, having not done that well, he said: 
“Let’s have a go at Eva Perón.” We made an album first to test the water and got 
a single out of “Don’t Cry for me Argentina”– a very weird song to be a hit. There 
was huge press interest: hard as it may be to believe, back then we were vaguely 
cool. Andrew got [director] Hal Prince on board, but then Julie Covington, who’d 
sung Evita on the album, turned down the stage role. We auditioned hundreds of 
women, but Elaine Paige was the best. She was one of the few people who 
chose not to sing “Don’t Cry.” She sang “Yesterday” instead. 

The New York production was tricky: it won Tony awards, but we got bad 
reviews from critics saying it was a fascist play, which was just ludicrous. But I 
can say – immodestly – that the fact Eva Perón is now so well-known is 90% 
down to the musical. In 1974, she was buried in an unmarked grave in Milan. 
Now she’s in the Duarte family tomb in Buenos Aires, with a plaque that has 
“Don’t Cry for me Argentina” engraved on it in Spanish. The last time I was there, 
a woman was standing in front of the tomb singing the song. I thought: “This is 
weird. Shall I tell her I wrote it?” I didn’t. Maybe I should have.” 
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9: THE UNTOLD STORY OF EVA 
PERÓN’S LOBOTOMY 

By David Robson 

 

A few weeks before she died, Eva Perón rode next to her husband for 
his second inauguration as President of Argentina. Her cervical cancer, it is 
said, had rendered her so weak, that she was standing inside a kind of cage 
made of plaster and wire to support her frail limbs. She weighed little more than 
5.6 stone (78.4 pounds.) 

At least, that was the 
official story. But now a 
neurosurgeon at Yale 
University Medical School, 
Daniel Nijensohn, has 
uncovered new evidence that 
suggests quite a different tale 
– a sordid political scandal 
that never made it into 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s best-
selling musical. As he puts it 
in his new paper for Neurosurgical Focus: “In addition to pain and sorrow, the 
story is full of lies, deceit, secrets, and misinformation.” According to 
Nijensohn’s theory, the man beside Evita on the parade had been responsible 
for her rapid decline – by forcing her to have a lobotomy. 

The operation involves cutting the neural connections between the 
prefrontal lobes and the rest of the brain – a procedure that is meant to numb 
emotional responses. It had been a secret until 2011, when Nijensohn obtained 
scans of her skeleton after death, which included, among other things, X-ray 
images of her skull showing signs it had been drilled into. 

One possibility is that the lobotomy had been a radical measure to 
manage the pain of her cancer. Even though the procedure wouldn’t have 
necessarily eradicated the pain itself, the reduced emotional response may have 
helped her endure the misery. Based on new sources close the event, however, 
Nijensohn now thinks that it may have been her husband’s last-ditch attempt to 
curb some increasingly dangerous behavior. “It offered the perfect approach to 
‘calm’ Evita and prevent a civil war, while also attempting to dull her response to 
cancer pain,” he says. 

Evita had been behaving increasingly rashly in the year before her death. 
As the First Lady, she was in charge of many of the country’s social policies, but 
by the early 1950s, fractures were appearing in the government. Perhaps 
sparked by the anxiety and pain of cancer, her rhetoric had become increasingly 
incendiary towards those who dared to disagree with her. As Nijensohn writes: 
 

“Her last public speech, delivered on May 1, 1952, Labour Day in 

http://thejns.org/doi/pdf/10.3171/2015.3.FOCUS14843
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Argentina, was a call against her enemies. She also dictated a 79-page 
document, ‘My Message,' showing evidence of her belligerence and 
violent state of mind. She spoke about the ‘enemies of the people’ who 
were ‘insensitive and repugnant,’ and ‘as cold as toads and snakes.’ She 
exalted the ‘holy fire of fanaticism.’ She was ‘against those imbeciles’ who 
called for prudence. She ordered the people of Argentina to ‘fight the 
oligarchy.’” 

 
These weren’t just hollow threats. From her sick bed – and without her 

husband’s knowledge – she allegedly ordered 5,000 automatic pistols and 1,500 
machine guns, with the aim of arming workers of the trade unions to form 
workers’ militias. The news would have been enough to tear apart the factions in 
Juan Perón’s allies, who already objected to Evita’s power and popularity. The 
country could have soon descended into civil war. 

Was a lobotomy the president’s answer? The 
operation had already gained notoriety in the US, as a 
measure to treat uncontrollable aggression and impulsive 
violence.  

Since Nijensohn first looked at Evita’s medical 
records, he has contacted acquaintances of her surgeon, 
James Poppen, who he believes confirm his suspicions. 
His correspondents included one of Poppen’s nurses and 
close confidantes, Manena Riquelme, who admits that 
the operation took place without Evita’s consent. 
Doctors had to create a make-shift operating theatre in a 
back room of the palace, she says; the security for the 
secret operation was so tight that an armed guard over-
looked the proceedings.  

Perhaps the most disturbing detail of her account 
is fact that Poppen had first practiced the lobotomy on prisoners from Buenos 
Aires, at Juan Perón’s request. Clearly, he wanted his wife to survive the 
operation.  

In the end, the operation did succeed in silencing Evita – if only by 
accelerating her decline. After the lobotomy, she simply stopped eating. She died 
on July 26, 1952. Poppen, his 
acquaintances claim, later regretted his 
involvement and the pain it brought. 
        We can never know for certain the 
exact motives for the operation. So long 
after the event, we can only rely on 
testimonies from a handful of people. But 
the possibility of a conspiracy adds 
another, tragic chapter to the life of a colorful and controversial figure who 
continues to fascinate more than six decades after her death. 
 
Excerpted from : http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20150710-the-gruesome-untold-story-of-eva-
Peróns-lobotomy   

http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20150710-the-gruesome-untold-story-of-eva-perons-lobotomy
http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20150710-the-gruesome-untold-story-of-eva-perons-lobotomy


 20 

10:  DRAMA AFTER DEATH 
 

 

When Eva Perón died in 
1952, her husband Juan Perón had 
her body preserved so that it could 
be displayed for the public for 
several weeks. Argentina was in a 
state of mourning when their 
beloved Evita passed away; millions 
visited her corpse out of love and 
respect for the actress and First 
Lady. The blood in her body was 
replaced by glycerin which allowed 
it to maintain a lifelike appearance 

for so long.  Eva was buried after the two weeks on display and the Argentinian 
government was planning to create a monument in her memory, but that plan 
died when Juan Perón was forced into exile in 1955. Some accounts say that out 
of fear that his enemies would exhume Eva’s remains, Juan worked with the 
Catholic Church to have her corpse secretly moved out of Argentina. Juan was 
not informed of Eva’s new resting place to insure that his enemies would never 
find her. Others suggest the military leaders who overthrew Perón in 1955 
banned anything that was pro-Perón. They removed Eva Perón’s corpse, 
reportedly made wax decoy bodies to confuse her supporters, and stored the real 
corpse in a van and then an office. In 1957, they sent the body to a cemetery in 
Milan, Italy, to be buried under a fake name. 

The location of Eva’s corpse remained a mystery for seventeen years. It 
was in 1960 that Peronism was resurrected and Juan Perón returned to 
Argentina. Eva’s body was returned around the same time.  It was then that 
revealed that she had spent the previous eighteen years buried in Italy under a 
different name. The preservation of her corpse remained mostly intact. Her nose 
was slightly disfigured but the 
damage was minimal. 

After Juan died in 1974, 
the government had Eva 
buried in an underground vault 
in Buenos Aires. Her sister 
was the only person who was 
given a key to the vault, but the 
public is able to access her 
outer grave. This is where her 
corpse remains to this day.  
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BRIEF ARGENTINE HISTORY 
TIMELINE 

 
 

  
1916 - Hipolito 
Yrigoyen of the 
Radical party is 
elected president. 
He introduces a 
minimum wage to 
counter the effects  
of inflation.  
 

1928 – Yrigoyen is elected President 
once again. 

1930 - A coup by all services of the 
Argentine armed forces, led by General 
Uriburu, overthrows Yrigoyen. Uriburu lead 
the Argentine Fascist Party, which was 
modeled after the Italian fascism. 
 
 
 

1939 - Outbreak of World War II. 
Argentina proclaims its neutrality 
due to close ties with Germany. 
 

1943 - A coup d'état led by 
General Arturo Rawson against 
conservative President Ramón 
Castillo, who had been fraudulently 
elected to office, results in a new 
regime. Amongst its leaders is Colonel 
Juan Peron. He becomes Chief of the 
Secretariat of the War Ministry with the 
slogan: “Hitler’s fight in peace and war 
will be our guide.” 
 .  

 

1949 - A new constitution strengthens 
the power of the President. Congress 
passes legislation providing jail terms 
for anyone showing disrespect for the 
government. 
 

1951 – Eva turns down a run for the 
Vice Presidency due to her health. 
Perón is re-elected president. Women 
are given the right to vote. 
 

1952 – Eva Perón dies of cancer at age 33. 
Juan Perón's support begins to decline. 

1946 - Juan Perón 
wins the Presidential 
election. He had 
promised workers 
higher wages and 
social security. His 
wife, Eva Perón - 
'Evita' - is put in 
charge of labor 
relations. War is now 
over and Perón allows 
several prominent 
Nazi’s to start their life 
over in Argentina. A 
fact not easily 
forgotten by 
European countries. 

1947 – Evita established the Social Aid 
Foundation, towards projects to help 
the poor. However, her methods are 
questionable as she forces businesses 
to close if they don’t donate and keeps 
no accounting of the money. 
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1955 June - An attempted coup by 
the Argentine navy is crushed as the 
army remains loyal to Perón. 
 

1955 September - Coup by the armed 
forces succeeds after three days of 
fighting. Perón resigns and goes into 
exile in Paraguay then Spain. The 
federal constitution of 1853, based on 
that of the United States, is restored. 
 

1973 - The Peronist party wins elections in 
March. Hector Campora is inaugurated 
president. Perón returns to Buenos Aires. 
Campora resigns and Perón becomes 
president again. 
 

 

1974 - Perón dies in July. His third wife, 
Isabel, succeeds him. Terrorism from right 
and left escalates, leaving hundreds dead. 
There are strikes, demonstrations and high 
inflation. 
 

1976 - A military junta, under General Jorge 
Videla, seizes power. Parliament is 
dissolved. Opponents of the regime are 
rounded up in the 'Dirty War' and thousands 
of people 'disappear.' 
 

1981 - General Leopoldo Galtieri began  
his short-lived presidency (approx. six 
months.) He was later blamed for 
Argentina's humiliating defeat in the ill-
conceived Falklands War .

 
 

1983 - Argentina returns to a democracy.  
Raul Alfonsin becomes president. Argentina 
begins to investigate the 'Dirty War' and 
charge former military leaders with human 
rights abuses. Inflation is running at more 
than 900%. 
 

 
 

1989 - Carlos Menem of the Peronist 
party is elected president. He imposes an 
economic austerity agenda and stays in 
power for 10 years. 
 

2015 – Mauricio Macri became the first 
democratically-elected non-
Radical or Peronist president since 1916. 
He was recently named the most 
powerful president in Latin America by 
Time Magazine. 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT QUESTIONS 

 
1.  The central issue of this piece is related to truth vs perceived truth.     
     How did you connect to this issue on a personal level? 
  

 

2.  What figures in politics (either past or present) inspire you? 

  

  

3.   Why do you think people are so vulnerable to blatant  

      manipulation by those with fame and fortune? 

  

  

4. If you had the opportunity to speak to one of the characters in  

    Evita, who would it be and what would you say?   

  

  

5.  Do you think that Eva Perón is fairly represented by Rice and  

     Webber?  What do you think of Che, our narrator? What unique  

     point of view does he provide? 

 

  

 


